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Salary, tuition
increases lead
2011 budget
discuSsions
Austin Ramsey
Assistant News Editor

According to the faculty
handbouk, special appointment
faculty cannot exceed 20 percent
of regular faculty. That number
for 2010-11 is 22.1 percent.

Graphic by Chris Phillips/The News

Non-PhD faculty numbers breach rule
John Walker
Staff writer
The Faculty Senate's committee
on the Handbook and Personnel
reported the University is in violation of rules concerning the amount
of lecturers teaching on campus.
The rule falls under section 2.2.1
in the faculty handbook.
The article states "at no time shall
the number of special appointment
faculty in a given department
exceed one-third of the total department faculty (as defined by student
credit hours generated), nor shall
the number of special appointment
faculty within the University
exceed 20 percent of the number
regular faculty of the University."
Bonnie Higginson. the University
provost, said the current number of
lecturers on campus has reached 22
percent.
"Right now we currently have 91
lecturers out of 412 faculty," Higginson said. "And part of that number
is coming from some of our faculty
being classified as lecturers when
they should be classified as instructors."
This difference, Higginson said, is
in the contract under which faculty
are hired.
"Lecturers are usually faculty

who are not seeking a higher diploma," she said. "When someone is
hired as an instructor they usually
come in with the expectation of
seeking a doctoral degree."
Higginson said lecturers help
ease some of the pressure off of regular faculty, who are expected to
perform more duties.
"The role (of lecturer) is very student focused," she said. "They are
not on tenure track and do not have
that obligation."
Stephanie Morgan, junior from
Dayton, Maine, said she is
impressed with lecturers.
"I think it's the kind of thing that
doesn't look good on paper," Morgan said. "The professors have more
education, but the one lecturer I had
really knew what she was talking
about."
Morgan said lecturers should
make their experiences known so
students know they are qualified in
their field.
Stephen White, member of the
Handbook and Personnel committee, reported to the Faculty Senate
in November about the issue, saying
it was up to the chairs of each
department to adhere to the rule.
White said right now the University does not have many instructors,
and is not sure how many lecturers

Percentage of instructional faculty without PhD
Year

Non~PhO

faculty Totals

Percent

07-08

89

395

22.5

08·09

88

398

22.1

09·10

90

406

22.2

10·11

91

412

22.1
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are eligible to be reclassified.
"The role of professor is in teaching, research and service, while a
lecturer can take on more of the
teaching and service aspects,"
White said.
Jarron Bolton, junior from
Huntsville, Ala., said his experiences with faculty are not determined by their title.
"The amount seems to be more
based on your field of study,"
Bolton said. "They're usually more
the ones who have had the job and
come back to teach about it."
Bolton said be understands the
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need for regular faculty, but there is
room for middle ground.
"We need a balance," Bolton said.
"Lecturers are more about teaching
and professors are more about
research."
White said he does not know the
original intent of the rule. but views
it as important.
"It is a big part of what keeps us a
University," White said. "The deal
is you got to go after the tenured
lines. Part of that flavor is determined by those on a tenured track."
Contact Walker at john. walker@
murraystate.edu.

Murray State's budget discussions are
well underway at both the state and
local levels, while the administration
attempts to quell raised eyebrows
amongst faculty, staff and students.
Tom Denton, vice president of
fmance and administrative services,
said the process of designing the University's flScal year 2012 budget encompasses a number of different outside
resources.
Denton said the Board of Regents,
president and various vice presidents
are dependent on the Council on Postsecondary Education as well as fixed
rates in the non-personnel costs that
will soon begin to trickle toward the
administration from department heads
and college deans.
"We're gathering budgeting information and priority requests right now information that will be given to the
Board of Regents in their meeting next
month," Denton said.
The meeting is scheduled to take
place Feb. 25.
Denton said personnel costs are
administration's biggest concern.
Faculty and staff have campaigned for
a general rise in salary for more than a
year, as reported by The News last
semester.
Denton said the time for that has
come.
Even while the University struggles
to find money after a 1 percent decrease
in state appropriations, President Randy
Dunn still regards raising salaries as a
high priority.
"I do anticipate me making a recommendation to the Board for some sort of
salary increase that would be effective
for next year for both across the board
raises as well as some smaller portion of
that going to merit," he said. "Right now
we're not sure what that percentage
increase would be and as we move to
the spring we'll gather data that will
give us a better picture of what that will
be."
Denton said Murray State will lose
$517,000 in funds from the state from
2010-11 to 2011-12.
Don Robertson, vice president of Student Affairs, said the administration is
also looking at advancing different parts
of the University as priorities for the
upcoming flScal year, but tuition
increases are likely to occur.
"If you're going fund new things, you
either need an increase in your allocation, and it's not going to come from the
state.," Robertson said. "It's going to
have to come from tuition increases or
enrollment - the more students you
have the more money that's coming in.''
Denton agreed.
He said the CPE will be initializing
maximum parameters in tuition increases for institutions across the state, and
that Murray State will likely raise its
tuition to the highest level the CPE will
permit.
"We're going to have to have a tuition
increase," he said. "Most universities in
the state will."
Students have varied opinions of the
inevitable future raises, but most agreed
that it was something everyone has to
face.
Bryce Norris, senior from New Salisbury, Ind.. said he thinks his education
is completely worth an increase in
tuition, because inflation will always be
driving up prices in the U.S. economy.
"I came to Murray State because I did
believe that the price was going to be
worth the benefits later on," Norris said.
"Costs are going to rise, and it's some·
thing that will seem unpleasant at the
time, but if you really are getting the
value that you should be out of being
here at Murray State University then it's
a pittance compared to what it will do
for you later on."
Contact Ramsey at aramsey5@
murraystate.edu.
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This week
Today

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

•10 a.m. ,Poster Sale; Curr)s Center
Rocking Chair Lounge
~ p.m. International Game Night
Mixer; Wellness Center, free
•7,:30 p.m. "The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo" Cinema International;
Curris Center Theatr~. free (Sat.,
too)
•7:30 p.m. Campus Lights Production of "Beauty and the Beast";
Lovett Auditorium, $7 with Racercard (Sal, tool

•8 a.m. Pharmacy College Admis·
sions Test: Counseling and Testj.r).g
Center: pre-registration required
•4 ;p.m. "El Grabado Mexicano"
Mexico's History Art Show; Clara M.
Eagle Art Gallery, open to all
•7:30 p.m. Men's Basketball vs.
Southeast Missouri State University;
CFSB Center, free with Racercard

•U a.m. The Journey Cburcb; Curria
Center Ballroom, ope.,n to all
•2:30 p.m. "The Complete Works of
William Shakespeare: Abridged";
Market House Theatre: Paducah. SIS
with Racercard

e9 LID. Feeding the Hungry; Hippo's
Building; Paducah, open to all
6 p.m. Introduction to Social Ballroom Dancing; Paducah Dance
Academy; Paducah, open to all

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

•S p.m. PRSSA meeting: Wilson Hall;
room 106
•4 p.m. 20ll Soybean Promotion Day;
CFSB Center: free with registration
•7 p.m. Guest I.ccture on Art Exhibit; Clara M. Eagle Art Gallery. open
to all

•12:20 p.m. Baptist Campus Ministries Luncheon: BCM Building, $1
•4:30 p..a1. "Stalking. Know it. Name
it."; Curris Center Barkley Room,
open to all

•5 p.m. Murray l!nviroiUilelltal Stu·

Police Beat
Januaryl3
11:31 a.m. A person at the Cur·
ris Center made an accidental
911 call while trying to dial off
campus. Murray State Police
responded and reported
everything appeared OK.
4:09 p.m. A caller reported
they would be conducting a
bird eradication on the southern-most portions of campus
during the evening hours.
Officers and the Murray
Police Department were notified.
10:06 p.m. A caller reported
she had locked herself out of
the Expo Center. Murray
State Police were notified.

January IS

Januaryl6

5:32p.m. A caller reported the

3:07a.m. A caller requested to

Januaryl6
5:35 p.m. A caller at the Carr
Health Building reported a
group of people in the building refusi.og to leave. Murray
State Police were notified,
but the group was gone upon
the officers' arrival.

January14
2:31 p.m. A caller reported
they had locked themselves
out of their apartment. The

Center, free with Racercard

Jan. 28 Women's Tennis vs.
File Photo

Louisville

If you would like an event to appear in
the This Week section, fill out a form in
The Murray State Nt•ws office at 111
Wilson Hall, fax to 809-3175 or e-mail
information to thenews@
murraystatc.edu.

File Photo

exterior lights were not working properly at the West Kentucky Expo Center. Central
Plant was notified.
7:23 p.m. A caller reported
damage to property at the
Curri~ Center. A report was
taken at Public Safety for
criminal mischief.
10:27 p.m. A caller at Hart
College notified Public Safety
they would be conducting a
fire drill.

Men's Basketball vs. SEMO; CFSB

Coming Up

dent Society meeting; Carr Health
Building. ~n to all
6:30 .P.JD. Sigma Alpha Sorority
Spring Rush Information Night;
William "Bill" Cherry Ag Expo Ceo·
ter, open to all interested
•7:fY1 p.m Worship; BCM Building,
free
•7:30 p.m. "Go for Zucker" Cinema
International: Cunis Center Theatre, free

residential director was notified.
5:32p.m. A caller at Alexander
Hall requested to speak to an
officer about bird eradication
on campus. Ofticers spoke
with the caller and notified
Facilities Management.
7:29 p.m. A burglary alarm
was activated in the Clara M.
Eagle Art Gallery. Officers
checked the area and reported everything was OK.

January 22

speak to an officer about a
possibly stolen student identification at Public Safety. An
officer spoke to the caller and
took an information report.
2:36p.m. A caller at the Curris
Center requested to speak to
an officer about possible
threats. A report was taken
for terroristic threatening in
the third degree.
10:08 p.m. A caller in Regents
College reported a plumbing
problem. Central Plant was
notified.

January17
S:SO a.m. A caller at the Carr
Health Building requested
assistance getting into the
building. The building coordinator was contacted and
approved the person entering
the building. An officer·assist•
ed the caller.
4:28 p.m:' II. caller reported
someone was parked in a
reserved space. Upon investigation, it was discovered the

Please .submit events by noon on
Wednesdays. We cannot guar-..mtee
ull items received will be published.

owner was moving items into
Hester College. The vehicle
was moved.
11 a.m. A caller in Hart College requested to speak to an
officer about their room having been entered during Winter Break. An officer took an
information report:

Januaryl8
5:25 p.m. A caller requested to
speak to an officer about a
problem with equipment
being used by a group of people in Racer Arena. An officer
spoke with the caller and the
group of people who agreed
to stop using the equipment
until practice was over.
8:39 p.m. Racer Patrol reported the light~ at the Purcell
Tennis Courts were not on.
Central Plant was notified.
10:S8 p.m. A caller reported
the smell of marijuana in
James H. Richmond College.
Officers
arrested
Fhad
Alshammari for possession of

marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Januaryl9
5:12p.m. An ofticer checked a
vehicle left in the roadway
with hazard lights on. The
vehicle owner was getting gas
for the vehicle.
7:23 p.m. A caller requested
assistance getting into a room
in Faculty Hall to sec if lost
property was there. An officer
a"sisted the caller.
9-.30 p.m. A caller reported a
door was open at the Pullen
Farm. Murray State Police
were notified. The building
was secured by an officer.
Motorist assists - 0
Racer escorts - 0
Arrests - I
Assistant News Editor Austin
Ram~ey·compiles Police Beat
with materials provided by
Public Safety. Not all dispatched calls are listed.
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BOOK COMPANY ,~

DISCOUNT COLLEGE TEXTBOOKS

Check Out Murray State's Largest

TEXTBOOK RENTAL
selection in town @ Bradley Book!!!

MONDAY IGHTS ARE
IGHTS.
25% OFF ALL FOOD w/ STUDENT 10
JOIN US FOR TRIVIA!

••••••••••••••••••
HAPPY HOUR
MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-6
SATURDAY 11-6

Guaranteed Lowest Prices
on College Textbooks
in Town •••
PERIOD!!!
Get out of line and online@
bradleybook.com
Located One Block East of Curris Center @
1303 Chestnut St

Corner of l Oth & Arcadia •

759-8866 • Behind Cheri Theatres

WWW.BIGAPPLEMURRAY.COM
.:] 1 Love Big Apple? ''Like Us" on Facebook!

270-753-8767
1-888-266-5040
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Zodiac, no change
''Ever since
Parke Kunkle,
an
astronomer
out of Minneapolis,
gave
an
interview
to a Minnesota TV
Cornelius Hocke r station last
junior from
Sat u r d a y.
Greenville, Ky.
discussing
how there's
a so-called 13th sign, the oddly
named Ophiuchus, the world has
gone topsy-turvy," said Tricia
Romano, a writer for The Daily
Beast.
In an article posted to The
Daily Beast on Jan. 14, Romano
cleared up much of the confusion concerning a change in
zodiac signs and if they're real.
For starters, most people do
not even know how zodiac signs
originated. The Babylonians
began reading the skies and
using constellations to guide
their daily lives and explain per·
sonality traits.
It is shocking to me that thousands of years later, a 2009 Harris Poll revealed 26 percent of
Americans believe in astrology.
As most people claim Christianity in this region, there are others
that plan their daily lives around
the stars and what their daily
horoscope reads.
I will be the first to admit it, I
enjoy reading my horoscope. I
like applying my Capricorn to
my daily life. However, to live,
plan and base all of my daily life
decisions around it is just ludi·
crous.

•

Anyway, Tricia Romano cited
excellent sources to debunk this
crazy and spreading misconception.
Rob Brezsny. who writes the
popular column "Free Will
Astrology", which runs in over
120 publications worldwide, was
equally aghast.
"It's truly daunting how a story
fllled with misinformation can
spread so fast. It's shocking." he
said. "It's just that this story docs
come up at least once a year for
the last 10 years. But this is the
flrst time that it's reached this
meltdown
stage.
Every
astrologer I know has been
besieged by people who arc
freaking out, worried that their
entire life plan has gone to muck
because they are not who they
think they arc."
Equinox procession, it has
caused the earth to shift gently
from where it was thousands of
years ago. Susan Miller, an
astrologist, compares it to wearing a belt. The belt is the Earth
and your hips are the constellations. Throughout the day. the
belt might slide a little to the left
or the right. That is essentially
what happened, but on a much
bigger scale.
I think we can take a lesson
from this crazy misconception.
Through the different forms of
social networking platforms
(Twitter, Facebook) it spread
like wildfue.
Before you start believing
things for face value, dig a little
deeper. And please do not run to
your nearest tattoo parlor to fig·
ure out bow to turn a goat into a
bull.

SA

Cheers to- art in a pool at
the LA. Muse-

/een to - bedbugs and
their resistance to
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art

and then
take a dip, in
art. How awesome is that? Swimming
indoors just got better .
Cheers to -

cheers

glean i ng~

making
a
come back in
order to he lp
feed the hungry in th e
United States.
Double cheers!
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Jan. 22 marks the 38th anniver·
sary of Roe vs. Wade. the court
decision that has resulted in the
destruction of more than 55 million unborn lives: the largest
holocaust in the history of
mankind.
Let's take a look at the two
"hard questions'' the pro-abortion crowd hurls at the pro-life
crowd to justify the multimil·
lion-dollar industry of abortion:
What about saving the life of the
mother? And, what about cases
of rape?
There are cases where a child
has to be delivered early for the
sake of the mother's health. But
in ALL of these cases the effort
can be made to save both lives.
Medical science has developed
far past the days when killing
the child for the sake of the
mother is necessary.
There are some extreme cases
such as toxic infections where
the child cannot be saved. But,
that doesn't mean the child must

Check it!
• The Ne~ Facebook opinion forum:
Share your thoughts about articles.
current events or campus happenings.

By The Numbers is now
exclusively online at
thenews.org

Do you
rely on
horoscopes?

ra:d~n~ ~

t he ro le
o f CatJVV~• woman .
How very
purrfect.
]een to ·- CUrier piseoDs
and their sm ugCheers to ... 71Je
gling ways. Ex<:ept
.Rsve.o
starring
it's still kind of
John Cusack as
cool. Birds as
Edgar Allen Poe.
smu ggle r s? Epic.
Great idea and one
Bu t it's time to
of my favor ite
reform, birdies.
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believe the Taliban are evil
enough where they can use the
label against people, yet somehow they also believe we shouldn't be at war with them, even after
9·11.
(Since that time, the video has
been pulled and the New York
Museum of Modem Art. which is
mostly privately funded, has now
acquired it. The Smithsonian has
apologized for showing it in the
first place. Also, for the sake of
disclosure, I'm a life Member of
the Catholic League.)
Next double-standard, there's a
plaque at the National Portrait
Gallery saying they are committed to "the struggle for justice so
that people and groups can claim
their full inheritance in America's
promise of equality, inclusion and
social dignity." The reality is they
are saying, ''Christian and straight
need not apply."
Some would say, "You don't
like it, don't go to see it." That's
like saying, "You look out the
window and don't like seeing pollut!on. don:t 1look out the window." It doesn't solve this form of
pollution. •
Last and not least, in last year's
federal budget the Smithsonian
was given $636 million in taxpayer's money. The News should
keep that in mind when writing
their next series of articles and
editorials asking why there's no
education money for Murray
State students.

Beginning this semester,
letters and commentaries
should be turned into The
News by noon on Monday of
every week unless otherwise
notified.

Steve Casey.
non-student from Stonewall. La.

Kids At Play
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Recently,
I
haven't felt like
myself.
And by that, I
mean things have
d rasticalJy shifted. No, I'm not
referri ng to a
.....___;,....___ _~ change in gender,
Casey Bradley location or reliOpinion Editor gious belief.
So what exactly has me on edge? I'm having a
zodiac crisis, that's what.
In 2010 I was your typical Virgo.
Independent, reliable and a stickler
for the details. Sure, sometimes I
over analyzed things (more like all
the time) and I could even be a bit
fussy w hen my plans didn't pan out,
but at least I didn't have to worry
about my sign changing.
Until the new year dawned and I
awoke as a Leo.
I find I can no longer walk past a
reflective surface without admiring
myself (and let me tell you, there
are plenty of reflective surfaces
around campus). And to make matters worse (or better?), I'm never
alone. Ever.
In fact, I don't want to be a lone.
There needs to be someone around
at all times otherwise I'm starved
for attention. Everyone needs
admirers, right? Isn't that why we
have friends? A dog just isn't cut·
ting it anymore. I need compliments. Stat.
Ever since the article about the
13th zodiac went viral (you really
couldn't go anywhere on the internet without people talking about it),
people have been arguing that there
has always been a 13th zodiac, or
nothing has really changed.
But I'm telling you, I'm on t he
verge of growing a mane. Maybe it's
finally time to rush with Alpha
Delta Pi. W h at do you say, ladies? I
even volunteer to be the mascot.
Maybe I was always supposed to
be a Leo, anyway. Those blasted
1
horoscopes were never anywhere
near my reality, and I'm definitely
not interested in any of the recommended signs that are said to be
"compatible" with a Virgo.
And you know what? It's a good
thing I don't have any tattoos yet. I
might just march down to the local
parlor and get my new sign forever
imprinted under my skin. At least I
won't have to change it any time
soon.
Now I realize there's a good reason I prefer lions to mermaids. It
was clearly meant to be. Who wants
to be represented by a half fish
woman? How restricting is that?
Thanks, but I prefer legs. Even better, four.
Even though it first seemed like a
life shattering change, I've come to
the conclusion that this step wasn't
back, but forward.
So I wonder when the Chinese
zodiac w ill jump on the train and
change. I've been a rabbit for so
long I'm ready to be a little more,
well, vicious. You know, something
that eats rodents for breakfast.
That's enough for now, though. I
need to go and fix my hair. And
address my adoring fans.

Contact Bradley at
bradley@murraystate.edu.

by Alex Lane with help from Patrick Schifano
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Rawr.

enough you <:an
travel
through
boob. Now you're
harder to kill. Boo.
Cllee.nr to- Anne Hath-

On Dec. 3, The News gave
thumbs down to "religious leaders and Republican members of
Congress who believe they are
allowed to censor homosexual art
at the Smithsonian." They didn't
tell the whole story.
The display at the Smithsonian
National Portrait Gallery has
homosexual paintings. photos and
videos. One of the videos had
Christ on a crucifix covered with
live ants. The "filmmaker" died of
AIDS and blamed society, government and religion for his
impending death instead of his
own behavior, like a cancer victim refusing to admit the four
packs of cigarettes a day had
.
.
something to do with his illness.
be. dehber~tely ktlled. Every
Davi<J, C Ward, the co;cural_9r.
~tto}.t fb saVe tfte,lite S(rfie
~said t)ie.,vi9e<fhighlights"the tack
-· ~an be made. Mus the- mother .. of 'ctui.Stian 1c~cHing" and'"is-a
wm be much safer in the care or masterpiece."
a life-saving hospital team than
No. It's a hate crime against
she would be at an abortion clio- Christians.
.ic. Rape is a horrible crime. The
The News also didn't mention
punishment for rapists should one of the photographs at the dis·
be severe. We should give great play was of a homosexual rape.
compassion and support to the
Jonathan Katz. the other cocurator, declared those opposed
victims of rape. But. in the cases to the exhibit, including the
where pregnancy occurs, docs Catholic league, were guilty of
Michael Skaggs,
this include abortion?
being "the American Taliban".
non-student from Murray
You cannot answer this quesInteresting double-standard.
tion honestly without considerThe leftwingers of America
ing the humanity of the unborn .....--- -- - - - - - - - - - ------- - - - - ----,
child. Genetic science has
shown us the absolute unique·
ness of every human embryo at
even its earliest stages. Even
though this child's conception
came as the result of a crime, the
child is not the criminal. Docs
this child deserve the death
penalty because of the crime of 1
its father?
The victim of rape has severe
emotional pain to deal with. Is
adding the guilt of destroying
another innocent victim the
solution or docs it add even
more anguish to the situation?
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Facilities Management worker Kerry Pinkston assesses damage caused by starlings behind Blackburn Science BulldinQ. Wayne Harper, director of GroundsBuildingServices. says breaks in classes allow waste to build up in areas.

Starling population not welcome
Haley Russell
Staff writer
Students were startled when they heard what
sounded like gunshots and bottle rockets being shot
off at night in an attempt to control the University's
starling problem.
Wayne Harper, director of Grounds Building Services, is in charge of the starling prevention on campus. Starlings, an invasive species not native to the
U.S., roost in trees, shrubbery and on buildings.
They come in swarms oflO thousands, Harper said.
"Unless you sec it, it's almost hard to believe," he
said.
The main reason the birds are being prevented
from roosting is because of diseases the birds could
have - although it is unlikely - and for the protection
of the students, Harper said.
Three years ago over winter break during an ice
storm, a swarm came and roosted under the Magnolia trees on campus.
"They had actually created so much waste, it had
piled up to be almost a foot and a half," Harper said.
It took truckloads to get the waste out from under
the Magnolia trees. he said.
"It would almost make your eyes burn," Harper
said. "But fortunately, there were no students on
c~mpus at t)lat time," 1
Harper. said there w~e three.methods of,pre.venting these birds from roosting on campus.
Facilities Management would lire distressed birdcalls that sounded like a bird was being attacked.

Pinkston holds a"zinger" Intended to scare the Invasive birds away from areas.
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This would in turn, scare the birds away.
The second would be to fire Propane-powered
noisemakers; the third would be to fire "zingers" that
fly up into the swarm of Starlings.
The intention is not to hit the birds, but to merely
scare them off and prevent them from roosting and
creating waste.
The zingers not only cause lots of noise, they also
create a visual image that causes the birds to shy
away from them, Harper said.
"We've never bad a bird drop," he said.
Harper said Facilities Management works to
inform students, faculty and staff on campus when
they shoot the noisemakers, zingers or distress calls.
"We normally have to go with the birds' habits," he
said. "They normally come to roost at night."
This is when Facilities Management takes action.
Harper said they tell the Murray State Police and
let them know so it does not create alarm. Regardless, the Murray State Police ~eported numerous calls
from students concerned about the noise.
John Goodwin, sophomore from Louisville, said he
remembers hearing the sounds across campus.
"I didn't know what was going on. It sounded like
a bottle rocket going off," he said. "Someone had to
tell me."
Goodwin said he appreciates efforts from the
Facilities Department because he understands the
.liirds could create lots of p roblems on campus.
"I'm all for it.'' he said. "It's just scaring them away,
not killing them."
Contact Russell at hrussell@murraystate.edu.
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Well, Hey There Murray State

Whenthegame ends
It goes without saying: 1 love sports. I
Jove playing them, I
love watching them
and I love writing
about them. Yet, my
attitudes
toward
sports have taken a
drastic turn within the
Drew
last few years. Watching the St. Louis CarHursey
dinals and Rams win Assistant Sports Editor
games doesn't have
the same importance in my life it used to;
just like a Murray State basketball loss
doesn't put me in a mild state of severe
depression anymore.
To explain how this came to be in my
life, I want to tell you a quick story illustrating why my emotions regarding sports
have changed so much.
Before I begin, though, I need to let you
aU know something about myself. I believe
Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior, that
the Bible is inerrant and the only way to
heaven is through a personal relationship
with Christ who I know died on the cross
for my sins; in other words I am a Christian saved by the grace of God.
About three weeks ago, I was at a Christian conference for college students in
Nashville with some of my closest friends
in the world. Literally, this conference is
one of my favorite things to do every year;
I would never miss it.
A week before school ended last semester, I somehow convinced one of my
friends to go to this conference. To me and
this girl's roommate, having her attend this
conference was not only a blessing and
something which brought great excitement, but an answer to months of prayer.
The day before this conference ended, a
miracle happened. This girl, who had a
heart which bated God and everything
about Him, gave her life to Christ. God
moved her heart so much in three days
that she recognized she was a sinner who
was separated from God and decided to
trust in Jesus' death on the cross to give
her eternal life.
My guess is many of you are completely
baffied, sitting there saying to yourselves,
"This column has nothing to do with
sports." 1 assure you, it does; just hang
with me a little bit longer.
As soon as 1 found out about this girl
becoming a Christian, I was overcome
with emotion (as were so many of her
friends who were there). Think about it,
not only had this girl's life on Earth been
changed radically, but her eternity is now
forever sealed to be with God.
I walked away to try and compose
myself when another friend called me over
to talk because he had some huge news he
wanted to share with me. Understand, no
other news in' this world is bigger to me
than a friend becoming a Christian. So, I
sprinted over, thinking that he too had surrendered his life to Christ, but that's not
what he needed to tell me.
He had just heard what was going on in
the bowl game between UNC and UT four
blocks away from us in downtown
Nashville. I was l>lown away. Never in my
life had I cared less about hearing about
sports; it simply did not matter at all. How
could 1 compare someone whose eternity
had changed to a good football game? It is
impossible, you can't.
Like I said earlier, 1 love sports. I love
everything about them, but when it comes
down to it, they really don't mean much to
me anymore. I mean. how could they? I sit
back and watch so many peoples' joy coming from whether or not the team they play
for or the team they root for succeeds, and
honestly it just makes me sad because I
know all they really want is to experience
joy.
Everyone wants fulfillment and joy in
life, whether you want it in the form of
sports, a successful career, good friends
and family, excellent grades. a relationship, popularity or whatever; it doesn't
matter, everyone wants to be fulftlled, but
I will tell you this: I believe, and know it to
be true, the only fulfillment which will
ever satisfy comes from knowing Jesus
Christ. I know this because I've tried
everything else, and more often than not,
succeeded at most of it. It stiU doesn't satisfy. I'm sure many of you have experi·
enced this feeling yourselves - always
looking for the next thing that will satisfy,
or bring a moment of joy ... the next big
high in your Ufe.
This quick conversation I had with a
friend revealed the true importance of
sports: it doesn't matter because everything comes to an end.
I presume many of you are completely
taken aback by me writing this and don't
think I have the right to voice my opinion
like this, but I'm just telling you, this is
what I believe. I hope those of you who
disagree with me take this chance to email me, I would love to hear what you
have to say whether you agree with me or
not.

Contact Hursey at drew.hursey@
murraystate.edu.
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The Great Outdoors
Atime to remember
Leading up to
the ball dropping
on New Year's,
my resolution list
was made up of
the
typical
promises never
fulfilled: to eat
healthier, save
more money, etc.
Steve
Then I got a
Miller
phone caU bear- Outdoor columnist
ing terrible news.
One of my friends and a friend of
many, Kyle Dieling, an alumnus of
Murray State was killed on his way to
go goose hunting on New Year's Day
after his truck hit a patch of black ice
and spun out of control.
I often mention Murray State graduates who have gone on to do great
things in the outdoor world. These
alums have turned their zeal for the
outdoors into careers.
Even though Kyle was a police officer in Elmhurst, Ill.. be had a passion
for hunting and fishing bigger than
anyone I knew.
I remember him braving weather
below freezing in a barely seaworthy
jon boat, riding the waves up and
down. As he threw a jerkbait looking
for the next keeper he could weigh in
the small but competitive early days of
Murray State Bass Anglers Club tour·
naments. When Kyle fished those
tournaments, everyone else knew they
were fishing for second place. He was
that good.
His passion for fishing led him to
establish the Murray State Bass
Anglers in 2004. He was a pioneer in a
sport that has, today, exploded in popularity. Kyle never got the opportunity
to participate in the big money, highly
publicized tournaments that began
shortly after his graduation. But I don't
think it bothered him. His wasn't motivated by money or recognition.
Kyle and the other founders of the
club established Murray State's Fishing team because of their common
bond for being out on the water and
constantly looking to improve their
skills.
When Kyle wasn't flShing, he was
hunting. He was great at that, too. It
didn't matter what game he was pursuing - deer, ducks, geese and turkey he did it to the best of his ability. And
that was bad news for his quarry,
because most times Kyle ended a hunt
photographed next to a beautiful trophy.
After the funeral, other members of
the Murray State Bass Anglers, who
were also friends with Kyle, were honored to be invited to the Dieting fami·
ly home. His bedroom was made
smaller by all the deer mounted on the
wall. It was hard not to tear up as his
dad told the story behind each one.
Kyle didn't seem to care about the
space the mounts took up. His priori·
ties were on display. He worked hard
for these trophies and was proud of
them.
The Murray State community can
be proud of this alumnus. He was an
outdoorsman dedicated to conservation and spreading the passion of the
outdoors to those around him. When
not outdoors. be was dedicated to pro·
tecting his neighbors and citizens of
Elmhurst.
He has touched many lives and will
continue to do so even though he is no
longer with us.
The Murray State Bass Anglers have
named their annual invitational tournament after Kyle. They realize the
organization and sport would not be
what it is today without him.
This accident has put my resolutions in perspective. I'll try my best to
eat healthy and save money, but what
really matters, and what I learned
from, Kyle is to pursue your passions
every chance you get. We never know
when our time will come, so live life to
the fullest. Kyle did that, and although
1 am weighed down with grief. I'll
heed his final lesson. Lessons which
included how to flSh a jerkbait on Kentucky Lake or good techniques for fall
flShing. 1 will always remember it was
Kyle who taught me these things.
As Kyle was being laid to rest a flock
of geese buzzed the cemetery. In my
imagination 1 beard Kyle yell "Take
'Em." But then reality bit and the tears
began to flow. The appearance of the
~eese was fitting; they came to pay
their final respects to a man who lived
in rhythm with nature.
Contact Miller at steve.miJler@
murraystate.cdu.
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Men's Basketball

Racers look to hit the court n1nning
Sophie McDonald
Staff writer

1

As the men's basketball team prepares to host
the Southeast Missouri Redhawks Saturday
night, Head Coach Billy Kennedy is concerned
about one thing.
"We haven't played a great game at home in a
while," he said. "Even the Tennessee State
game - we played good for a while but couldn't
close it out, so we're looking forward to being at
home and hopefully playing better."

As the Racers, who are averaging a 5.5-point
lead over their opponent every game, pursue
reaemptl9n. Kennedy said their stratUY,
includes shifting into a new mind set.
"We've got to continue to work on that and
hopefully we can have a defensive mentality
and defensive mind set," he said. "We don't
have that. We have an offensive mind set, but if
we can gain that we can be a better team."
Despite the lacking defense, the Racers bad a
U-5 season record going into Thursday's game
against Eastern Illinois. The record includes a

Women's Basketball
Kyra Ledbetter
Staff writer
For fans of the women's basketball team, this
season has caused a rather disappointing sense
of deja vu.
With a losing streak of nine losses, two losses more than last season's seven-game slide,
keeping hope alive seems like a lost cause, but
that's just what the Racers are trying to do.
This weekend Murray State hosts its flrst
opponents since Winter Break in hopes of turning around a season far from over in a conference far from decided.
Over the course of Winter Break the Racers
went 3-6, losing ftve games to conference competitors, and amassing just two conference
wins in more than a month. Most recently,
Murray State went on the road, taking out Jack·
sonville State, but falling two days later to Tennessee Tech, provoking two very different
responses from Head Coach Rob Cross.
"It was a big win for us. Jacksonville State
was playing very bard and bad just won two
games on the road," Cross said. "Mariah Robin·
son had a special performance scoring 44
points on only 20 shot attempts. It was one of
the best performances I've ever seen. She did
an outstanding job of controlling the game.
Racbael lsom had six points and five assists and
only one turnover, probably her best perfor·
mance of the year to date and we're hoping to
kind of carry the momentum of that game
over."
When asked about the loss to the Golden
Eagles just two days later, the mood shifted.
"To go, at Jacksonville we were 15 of 16 at the
free throw line and then tum around at Tech
and go 3 of ll. that's very disappointing and it
makes it very difficult to win on the road,"
Cross said. "It's tough to win at home when
you're three for 11 from the free throw line, but
next to impossible on the road."

In addition to the wildly swinging free throw
percentages, Cross expressed distaste for the
defensive performance of his post players.
•When you get an opportunity on the court
you've got to produce to earn more opportunity,.. Cross said. "We had four post players who
played 52 minutes between them. All four of
them played double-digit minutes and they had
two total rebounds between them. So that's
something we're going to have to see a major
improvement in if those people want to be on
the court again."
Despite the poor showing at Tennessee
Tech. Cross believes with a little optimism, his
team Is capable of making this season worth
remembering.
"Especially with the fact that Jacksonville
State has been playing so well, it just brings
home the reality that anybody in this confer·
ence can beat anybody else," Cross said.
"There's not a team in this league that you can't
go to their place and beat them and where they
can't come to your place and beat you, so that's
something that we have to take to heart, especially with the record where it is. We really
need to keep that positive feeling that there's
always hope."
The Racers face off against Southeast Mis·
souri State Saturday, a team the Racers defeated in both of their meetings last season. Past
successes aside, Cross sees a threat in SEMO
looming in their defense and their drive to win.
"Southeast Missouri comes in Saturday and
they're scrappy," Cross said. "They play as hard
as they can play. They do a great job of staying
between the ball and the basket and that's
something we're going to have to be ready for."
At 7 p.m. Saturday the Racers take on conference foes. the SEMO Redhawks, in hopes of
adding a win to their OVC record and confi·
dence to their season.
Contact Ledbetter at kyra.Jedbetter@
murraystate.edu.
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six-game winning streak interrupted by a loss to
Austin Peay on Jan. 8, before Murray picked up
two more~

"I'm happy to have two road wins this past
week," Kennedy said. "I thought we definitely
got better offensively. Our transition game on
the offensive end was better. Our guards did a
better job of running the wings and created
some opportunities for us, and we shot the ball
extremely well in both games."
Kennedy hopes to maintain the momentum
against SEMO (5-13) Saturday and Southern Illinois-Edwardsville (5-14) Wednesday.
SEMO forward Leon Powell. who leads the
OVC with 18.3 points per game, went perfect at
the free-throw line (6-of-6) Jan.l3 against More·
head State and is on Kennedy's radar.
"(SEMO has) won four straight," he said.
"The Powell kid is a difference maker, great
effort and great motor, a kid we recruited some
and he's definitely made them better; we can't
take anyone lightly."
By seeing everyone as a potential threat,
Kennedy said the Racers have a chance to win
every game.
"I don't think there is another team on our
schedule that I would say, 'you better watch out
for them because they're going to put everybody away,'" he said. "There's just not that kind
of team in our league. I really believe Martin
and Jacksonville State can beat anybody and
they're at the bottom of our league • it's just our
league, it's balanced and there is not a shoe-in to
win the league."
Although Murray State is ranked second in
the OVC, Kennedy said the players are still
adjusting, a fact most fans do not take into consideration.
"People don't realize, and 1 didn't realize it
would be this big an issue with this team, we're
asking some guys to adjust their roles, something they've been doing for 21 or 22 years,"
Kennedy said. "(Look at) Isaiah Canaan, a point
guard for 21 years with the ball in his hands and
all the sudden we ask him to run the wing. So
the chemistry of our team is still developing and
that bas been an adjustment for us."
However, Kennedy said he is not letting anything shake his attitude but will continue to
chase excellence.
"We still have a lot of games left," he said.
"But if we can get ourselves right I think we
have the chance to be the best team in this
league."
Saturday's game begins at 7:30 p.m. at the
CFSB Center and tip-offfor Wednesday's game
at Southern Illinois-Edwardsville is at 7 p.m.,
which will be aired on the Racer TV Network.
Contact McDonald at smcdonald3@
murraystate.edu.

The News

Sports

January 21, 2011

3B

Men's Basketball Recap

Winter break kind to Racers
wm cartwright
Staff writer
Over Winter Break the men's basketball
team went 7-1. an impressive record consid·
ering the team was 5·4 entering the break.
The Racers secured wins over non-confer·
ence opponent Bethel and in-state rival Western Kentucky. along with conference wins
over UT Martin, Jacksonville State, Tennessee State, SIU Edwardsville and Tennessee Tech.
The lone.• lost for the Racers came on Jan. 1
when the Gowrnors of Austin Pcay State visited the CFSB Center. The Govs squeaked out
a 64-66 victory and broke the 25-game home
winning streak for the Racers.
The official attendance of 4,872 was
impressive, considering most students were

not in town ro auend the game.
The Racers came hack from a lO·point
deficit at the half, but thl· latl.' heroic comeback was plagued by a controversial call with
1:50 left in the sccond·h;\lf nnd the Racers
trailing by chrl.'e points. Senior guard Isacc
Miles was called for a flagrant foul, after the
referees had origin:11ly called an inadvertent
whistle.
During the timeout the referees overturned
the call after reviewing the replay. The uffi·
cials claimed Mile!' hit the Austin Pcay
defender in the head with a high elbow. an
automatic flagrant foul , according to NCAA
rules.
The call was a huge momentum swing; the
Govs hit one of two frce·throws and gained
possession of the baskt'tball. With 22 seconds
left, sophomore guard Isaiah Canaan hit a

pair of free throws to cut the Govs' lead to
two. After a free throw miss by Austin Peay
the Racers had three seconds left to either
win or tic the game. Senior guard B.J. Jenkins' three-point shot was off the mark and the
Govs secured the first-place spot in the OVC.
The Govs were 5-for-10 free three-point
range and shot 44.2 percent from the field.
Austin Pcay's scoring was led by Justin Blake
who was S·for-5 from behind the arc and
scored a game· high 15 points. while only committing one turnover.
"You have to give Austin Peay a lot of credit, they came in here ready and did some good
things," said Head Coach Billy Kennedy.
"Blake was somewhat of surprise, but we left
him open. l thought we did a poor job of
guarding him. He is a good player and made
some shots. especially in the first half."

The Racers out-rebounded Austin Peay 40
to 30, but only managed to shoot 5-for-17 from
three-point range. Murray State shot a miser·
able 52.4 percent from the free-throw line
going 11-for-21 for the game. Miles and
Canaan led the Racers with 14 points each.
while junior guard Jewaun Long chipped in ll
points.
The Racers are currently 5·2 in the conference, good enough for second place. Austin
Peay at 6·1 stands alone at the top of the OVC.
Overall the Racers are 12-5 and look to start a
new home winning streak when the Panthers
of Eastern Illinois come to the CFSB Center
on yesterday. Then on Saturday, Murray
State plays host to Southeast Missouri State,
set to tip off at 7:30 p.m.

Contact
Cartwright
at
cartwright@murraystate.edu.

william.

Rifle

Home, home on the range
Team prepares to leave friendly confmes
Sophie McDonald

They arc always prepared."
On Monday, Morgan Hicks,
bead coach for Nebraska and former All-American at Murray
State, brought her team to com·
pete in her old stomping grounds
where the Racers beat the Corn·
huskers by 55-points with a score
of 4657-4602, Including two per·
sonal bests from freshman
Nehemiah Gillman. The win
brought the team to a season high
three-match winning streak.
"I was proud of the way we
competed on Monday," Lollar
said. "After coming back a week
early to train, and having one
match under our belt this semester, we showed that we are
focused and ready for the stretch
run."
The next stop on that run is the
University of Mississippi to compete against the Rebels. Lollar
said his goal for Saturday is for
the team to show consistency.
"As a team we are trying to
maintain a consistency that we
can carry through the rest of the
season," he said. "We are looking
forward to the chance to go on
the road and compete against a
tough opponent. You only get
better if you test yourself against
the best."

Staff writer

File photo

Junior Ashley Rose looks on after firing during a round at the Pat Spurgin Rifle Range.

Having started the spring
semester with a bang, defeating
both the Ole Miss Rebels and
Nebraska Huskers in the team's
f1rst match since its Nov. 20 win
over jacksonville State, the rifle
team looks for another win in Saturday's match at Ole Miss.
"We wanted to come back from
break somewhat where we left
off," Head Coach Alan Lollar said.
"Right now is not the time to
shoot your best; the end of the
season and the championships is
when you need to be at your best,
and we just needed to come back
in about the same spot we left so
that we can pick up where we left
off.
~~~- l th~nk through the weekend
we've pretty much got back to
that place."
Murray dished out a 17-point
win over No. 8 Ole Miss at home
Saturday beating the Rebels 4639·
4622, including a srnallbore personal best by sophomore Caro·
line Barber, in a match that Lollar
said could have gone either way.
"It was a chance to knock the
rust off, and we had to show up
and compete," he said. "Ole Miss
is very improved this year, and
they can't be taken for granted.

Contact Ledbetter at kyra.
Jedbettec@murraystatc.edu.

Track

Severns: Team unity key for success
Kyra Ledbetter
Staff writer
With the thin.l meet of its season fast approaching. the track
team is tinnily starting to operate like just that - a team.
This season will be the third in as many years the Racer
track team has seen a new coach. However. this time members
of the individualistic sport are being asked by their new head
coach, a six-time Boston Marathon participant, to support each
other both on and off the track.
"I think the mentality was the first thing I wanted to
change," said Head Coach Jenny Severns. "Track. in a way, can
be an individual sport, but you're going to do a lot better if you
think of it as a team and really rely on your teammates. In basketball you have to be a team. In volleyball you have to be a
team. In track you can kind of get away without being a team,
but you're going to be a lot more successful if you work together."
With leadership (;hanging hands so frequently, Severns has
had her fair share of difficulty in gt'tting the small track team
to work together for possibly the first time.
"It's been hard for them," Severns said. "I come in and I
know what I want, and some of the seniors arc having tu adjust
to someone new again. Like I said. we've had our growing

pains, hut it's starting to work out. Obviously anything that's
different is met with some opposition, so at the beginning it
was sort of tough, but it's getting better."
Despite the early difficulties, the benefits of Severns'
approach arc apparent, giving members of the team a support
system during meets thry did not have in years past.
"For instance, we had a ton of girls run the 3K this weekend
and when thq're all in a race they can really use each other,"
Severns said. "Karissa (Magnuson) and Kayla (Crusbam) kind
of ended up flnishing together and when Karis!ia picked it up
~lt till' end it helped Kayla out. Or just. having your teammate
with you to say 'come on let's go. Go with me. We need to do
this as a team.'
"Even just paying attention to the other events. Knowing
that people are watching you and supporting you really helps,
I think."
Besides adjusting to another new coach, the Racers face the
prohlem of too few members to allow individuals to compete
as well ns they could.
"We relr on each individual more than we should have to.''
Severns said. "It's :1 bummer for them, because someone who
shuuld just focus on one event we have to rely on for multiple.
People came back, and it'~ what we expected, but what we
expected b already tough."

Murray State has responded well to the challenge, stepping
up as a team to compete in as many events as possible.
"We're trying to get across the board and cover all the
events that we can," Severns said. "The team's been awesome
about that. From day one we said, you know, we don't have
that many people. so every person's going to have to do more
than they expect, and they get that. l think they're excited
about it.''
For the first time this season, the entire team will compete
together this weekend putting Severns' approach to the test.
The Eastern Illinois University Mega Meet gives the Racers a
chance to not only check out the track on which the Ohio Val·
ley Conference will be held. but also give the Racers a chance
to begin improving.
"If everybody improves, even if they don't, per se, run faster
or jump farther, if they learn something. that's great," Severns
said. "Maybe they'll high jump the same height, but they figure
it out. It's a learning experience we're looking for.''
This weekend the Racers compete in Carbondale, lll., at the
EIU Mega Meet both Friday and Saturday, looking to start
their season off with small improvements and an experience
from which to learn.

Contact
Ledbetter
murraystatc.cdu.
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Men's Basketball Mid-Season Report Card
Compiled by Sophie McDonald
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Cast members of 'Beauty and theBeast' rehearse a group scene. The Campus light's Production runs 7:30 tonight and Saturday night and 2:30p.m. Sunday. General admission is $12 or $7 with Racercard.

Disney musical lights up Lovett Auditorium
Jamie Booth
Staff writer
Phi Mu Alpha and Sigma Alpha Iota present "a
talc as old as time" this wcckl•nd in Lovett Auditorium with the 74th Annual Campus Light's Production of Disney's "Beauty and the Beast."
Ashlan Stephenson. senior from Salem. Ill., and
director of the: show, said the audicnn• should
cxpt•ct <I fun atmosphere ihal will have everyone
reveling in the magical world of "Beauty nnd the
lk•ast."

Belle, played by Rebekah Davis, senior from Nashville, Tenn.. reads a book.

Gaston's sidekick Le fou, played by Adam Reneer, junior from Owensboro. Ky.. rehearses on staqe
for this weekend's performances of 'Beauty and the Beast'

.,.

"Audiences should expect to be singing nlong
with the songs everyone knows, falling in love
with the characters, and laughing," she said. "1
hope that they enjoy it immensely and have a
great time."
The professional music fraternity Sigma Alpha
Iota joined the student-run Campus Lights tradi·
tion during World War II. Stephenson was elected as director of this year's production. She said
the show, her directorial debut, has given her
valuablt> experience for her future career and has
allllWed her to grow as a director.
The characters of "Beauty and the Beast" arc
some of the most classic and beloved in movie
history. Stephenson said her favorite part of
directing was helping the actors and actresses
bring those characters to life.
"The best part of this experience is working
with the actors and seeing what they bring to the
character," she said. "Each character has worked
extensively on who they arc, from Helle to the
hooksl'ilcr. Everyone has a distinct character and
it's great."
With only two and a half weeks of rehearsal,
Stephmson said while things have been hectic,
the show is ready for a full house.
"I'm really excited about seeing everything
comt• together." she said. ''The actors and technicians haw worked so hard. Everything is just
working and I'm so excited to see all uf that."
While the director is a crucial part of the pro·
duction process, Stephenson brought attention
to the work of the cast and crew and their ability
to bring a large-scale production to the ~tage.
"I loved working with this cast," she said.
"They have worked hard. l have loved m}' vocal
din•ctor, choreographer and pit Jircctor. It has
been :1 blessing to work with them and they have
worked so hard. I cannot wait until opening night
to .see the show."
Two of those hard working cast members arc
Ryan Schisler. junior from Owensboro, Ky., who
plays the Beast, :md Michael Martin, junior from
St. Louis, who plays Gaston.
Because of the short amount of rehearsal time,
Schisler said the production is only possible
because of the enthusiasm and effort put into
creating the show.
"The most important part of the production is
all the dedication and time and effort that you
have to put into it," he said. "You can't just come
hack and t•xpect to have everything done.''
While both acturs enjoyed parts of the produc·
tion process like dance rehearsals and run·
throughs, both saiJ they were most excited about
performing the show in front of a live audience.

"I'm most excited about just opening. I'm
ready for an audience and to see their reactions
to everything," Martin said.
This production will bring to life a movie
many students and adults alike have cherished
for years, with a few added bonuses, Martin said.
"It's going to be a good family time," Schisler
said. "I think (the audience) is going to sec their
favorite characters from the cartoon come to life
up here on stage. A lot of the characters have
been molded after the cartoon, but with a lot of
our own little twists and turns in it as well."
Belle, the lead female, is played by Rebekah
Davis, senior from Nashville, Tenn. Although she
said she feels the character of Belle has been a
stretch for her physically, she has plenty of prnctice playing the Disney princess.
"It's surreal," she said. "I don't consider myself
a typical Belle. I'm supposed to be the most beau·
tiful girl on the stage. but I don't really feel like it.
(My sister and I) always fought over who got to
play Belle when we were kids and put on our
produc;tions in the kitchen."
While everyone has their favorite scene in the
classic film. Davis said her favorite number is
one she is not in.
"My favorite parts are the ones with everyone
in them," she said. "I Jove the 'Mob Song.' The
song is the best and everyone is onboard. It's a
pretty climactic point."
Davis said this "Beauty and the Beast" should
have all the signs of a production run by dedicated and excited students. making it a unique and
must-see show.
"It's not a typical performance," she said. "It's
got a lot of heart and spunk because it's student
run. While it's not a professional show, it's got so
much liveliness. You can tell everybody is happy
to be here. It's just refreshing to be a part of
something that people volunteer for and want to
give back."
Performing a well-loved Disney classic lends
itself to a unique relationship between actor :1nd
audience.
For Davis, this means bringing to life the
princess so many children, including her good
friend's two-year old daughter, and adults alike,
have looked up to and loved.
Davis said she feels the fast-paced production
of"Bcauty and the Beast" has created a close-knit
cast and crew that have created a shuw that will
wow their audiences.
"Because it's Campus Lights, the experience
has been exciting," she said. "It was condensed
into a three week period instead of a normal six
week period. Because of that everyone gets a lot
closer a lot faster. So it's like a family at the end
of lhe experience. It helps a lot that it's Disney
because that just lends itself to fun and excitement. We all become children again because
everyone is familiar with the show, whether they
want to be or not"
"Beauty and the Beast" runs at 7:30 tonight and
Saturday night and 2:30 p.m. Sunday in Lovett
Auditorium. General admission is $10. Students
with a Raccrcard and children under 12 are $7.
Contact Booth ac jamie.booth(cilmurraystate.
edu.
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The water Cooler
National news. gossip sure to spice
up your lunch conversation
Information and photos from
the Associated Press
Compiled by Charlotte Kyle
Hathaway to play Catwoman
Anne Hathaway
has clawed her way
into the latest Batman movie, nabbing
the role of Selina
Kyle and her alter
ego, Catwomnn.
Warner
Bros.
announced the casting Wednesday for
Christopher Nolan's
latc~t tilm in the
Anne
superhero
saga,
Hathaway
"The Dark Knight
Rises." Hathaway
will appear opposite Christian Bale,
who's returning as Bruce Wayne and Batman.
The studio also announced that Tom
Hardy, whom Nolan directed in last
year's "Inception," will play one of Batm.m's enemies, Bane. "The Dark Knight
Rises" is slated for release on July 20,
2012.
Hathaway, :m Oscar nominee for
2008's "Rachel Getting Mnrried," will co·
host the A..:ademy Awards with James
Franco on Feb. 27.
Gervais to appear on ' The Office'
NBC said Ricky Gervais will make a
cameo appearance on "The Office" next
week, reprising the role he played in the
original British version he helped create.
NBC s,1id Wednesday Gervais' brief
appearance on Jan. 27 will be a!l David
Brent, the smart-alecky paper salesman
who inspired the character of Michael
Scott, portrayed by Steve Carel) on NBC's
successful adaptation of the ..:omedy.
Gervais, who caused a stir as tht.• insultslinging host of the Golden Globes earlier
this week, serves as an executive producer of NBC's "The Office."
Iggy Pop drummer dies in hit-and-run
Orummer Alex Kirst, a member of The
Nymphs glam rock band who became a
member of lggy Pop's band, was struck
and killed in a hit-and-run crash in the
California desert. He was 47 years old.
Cathedral City police say a white
Chevrolet Tahoe or GMC Yukon struck
Kirst, who w:~s on foot, on Jan. 13. Sgt.
Paul Herrera said someone spotted Kirst
on the side of Date Palm Road at about
11:45 p.m. and called police, thinking the
man was intoxicated.
The sergeant told the Palm Springs
Desert Sun that there was no evidence
the vehicle braked.
'L'he Nymphs had their heyday in the
late 1980s and early 1990s and disbanded
aftt.•r one album. Alex and his brother
Whitey joined Pete Marshal to form The
Trolls, backing up Iggy Pop on his albums
''Beat 'Ern Up" and "Skull Ring."

Anna Taylor
Staff writer
Knowing the answer to a
question or puzzle while
watching a game show on
television can he uplifting,
but when you arc a contestant on the particular game
show, the real pressure kicks
in.
Hunter York, member of
the golf team and junior from
Hardin, Ky., got to experience this first hand as he
junior
spun the wheel on national
Hardin, Ky.
TV.
Last May York auditioned to bl• a contestant
on "Wheel of f'onune ." After being chosen, he
earnt'd himself a vacation and money for his
future by solving the word puzzles,
His journey began with an e-mail inviting him
to travel to Metropolis, Ill. for an audition.
"I thought, I might as well go," York said.
"There ~ndcd up being about 200 people there
for the try out."
Everyone who auditioned were asked to do
paperwork, puzzles and then a five-minute written test that included 16 puzzles. The judges
were checking to see if each persm1 knew how
the game was played and if they could project
their voice. All of this took ahout two-and·a-half
hours, according to York.
After completing thl· test and taking a break,
the judges called out 20 names including York's.
These people were asked to stay 30 minutes
later than everyone else where they were told
that some uf them would be selected to be on
the show.
Nearly two weeks later, York received a letter
in the mail announcing he was om~ of the few
who had been selected for the show.

York's taping was Sept. 23 in Culver City.
Calif. His mother, father and friend all came
along for support.
"I got a call from someone in their contestant
department .informing me that a taping spot had
opened up," he said. "I was super excited that I
didn't have (golf tournaments or) anything during that time."
Once he arrived to tape the show, he realized
he was not just solving puzzles for the fun: there
was money on the line.
"Being on national TV was very nerve-wracking at first," he exclaimed. "But after I solved my
first puzzle, Salem Massachusetts. for about
$7.000 I wasn't nervous at all. I was just really
worried about going there and not solving a singk puzzle."
That was not the case for York at all because
he ended up being the top winner of the three
competing contestants. York won $24,745 and a
six-day, seven-night trip to Hawaii.
Being on the set of a game show is not as fooling as watching it on TV might be, York learned.
"The one thing I was surprised at about the
show that viewer~ wouldn't know is how small
the show's set actually is," he said. "On TV it
seems to be a very large area with a big audience
but there were probably no more than 100 peo·
pic in the audience."
A large studio or not, York still had a life
changing experience. While taping in California,
he mana~ed to make time to sight sec. HI.' .saw
the Hollywood sign, Hollywood Boulevard and
the Pacific Ocean for the first time.
"My life has been greatly changed by this
experience as you can imagine by winning such
a large sum of money," he said. "I am planning
to put this money in savings and can ho{!cfully
use it toward my future of attending medical
school."
Contact Taylor at ataylor2@murraystate.

Pat Sajak with Hunter York, junior fromHardin, Ky., on
the Oct. 26 episode of 'Wheel of fortune.'

The first puzzle York solved was 'Salem Massachu·
setts.' York won $24,745and a trip to Hawaii.
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Streep visits London for role prep
Meryl Strecp visited London's House
of Commons before her next role as Margaret Thatcher in the Hollywood movie
"The Iron Lady."
The Oscar-winning actress turned up
Wednesday at a visitor's gallery to watch
the weekly Prime Minister's Questions,
whl·re navid Cameron takes questions
from lawmakers. A few lawmakers wrote
on Twittt•r to announce they had spotted
the actress.
"The Iron Lady" is currently in prepro·
duct ion.
Jim Broadbent is due to play Thatcher's
husband Denis and Richard E. Grant will
play former Defense Secretary Michael
Hcseltine.

Photo courtesy of 365projed.org

January is nearly over and for many people, the New Year's resolution made
as clock struck midnight has already crashed and burned. Common resolutions
like weight loss, time management and saving money get tiring.
Many have started incorporating technology in their resolutions. whether
the goal isto cut back on Facebook time or to create and maintain a regular
blog.
If you have already started and failed. don't worry. It is not too late to start
something new. Rather than attempt a zon goal. why not start something and
simply continue it for a whole year?
Many bloggers choose to do something like Project 365. Userstake and post
a photo everyday. It can be a picture of a friend. a landmark. an animal or any·
thing else that inspires them.
The point is to not only improve your photography skills and get in the habit
of taking photos more often but also to remember your year in pictures. After
a year you have an album of 365 photos, already assembled in a diQital scrapbook. Then you can start again.
For more information or to share your photos check out 365project.orQ.
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Video Game Review- - - - - - - - - -- - -

Channel Surfing

'Dance Central' moves to top of 'must play' list

Living in denial
1

Features Editor Cha rlotte Kyle
writes the video game reviews.
W hen I first heard about the
Kinect I wasn't impressed.
Everyone talking about how you
didn't need a controller a nd,
frankly, I like using a controller.
I was willing, of course, to give it
a chance. The more previews 1 saw
the more curious I became. It
looked like something from a
movie.
W hat really sold me on thr
Kine<..-t was "Dance Central," a fact I
was surprised about. I am not a
dancer - in fact, I have awful
rhythm. I had to try it, th ough. It
looked intriguing.
I must say, I was impressed. I
take back everything I said about
liking a controller.
Developed by Harmonix (also
known as the minds behind the
"Guitar Hero" and "Rock Band"
franchises), "Dance Central'' features 32 tracks. Each track has an
easy, medium and hard option, giving the player the option of improving as they go along.
That is probably the best thing
about the game. You don't have to
be a great dancer to play the game
and enjoy yourself, and even the
least coordinated human in the
world (which might be me) can
improve and conquer some of the
harder moves.
Not
only
is
there
the
easy/ medium/hard difficulties for
each song, but the songs arc
gro uped by difficulty rating. "Poker
Face" and "Evacuate the Dance
Floor'' are warm-up songs while
"Drop It Like Its Hot" and "Just
Dance" are "Off th e Hook," the
hardest difficulty. In between b
simple, moderate, tough, legit and
hardcore so there are a too of
options for everyone.
Starting out, it is best to go with
"Poker Face." The song, on easy
mode, features basic moves. These
include stepping to the side, clapping, and pounding your fist in the
air to the beat.
These aren't exactly moves you'll
be busting at a club any time soon
(well, maybe that fist pu mp thing,
you "Jersey Short'" fanatic, you) but
they're fun.
Halfway through the song is
"freestyle mode," a psychedelic

Miss Aubrey, one of eight avatars In the oame, demonstrates the 'Frenchy' move during Break It Down mode in 'Dance Central.'
screen where players are encouraged to bust out any moves they
want.
A camera takes photos du ring
that time then plays your dancing
back to you. It's most fun when you
have friends watching on the couch
behind you bcl!ause you can sec the
funny faces they're making at your
expense.
The game features multiple
modes. "Break It Down" is a prac·
tice mode which teaches you the
steps. Once you've completed that
you can move on to "Perform It"
mode to earn stars <going up to five
gold stars, the highest of honors)
and unlock achievements and other
modes.
The two-player "Dance Battle"
mode rn.~ player!> taking turns on
the same song. The pt.•rson with the
higher score wins. It doesn't leave
much interaction between players
so hopefully future ''Dance Central"
titles will work on that.

"Workout Mode" needs work,
too. Players can enter their weight
and a timer and counter appears on
songs you per form, letting you
know how many calories you've
burned. Hopefully in the fu ture
they'll ad d mon• cardio·centric
tracks and expand that mode.
Unlike other dance games,
"Dance Central" makes usc of your
whole body. You a ren't simply
shaking a controller like Wii's "Just
Dance" or stepping o n arrows like
"Dance Dance Revolution." Instend
you 're doing actual dance moves.
Sometimes the sensor reads a bit
off, so your arm might be doing the
move but it might not read it. These
arc things that could be fixed for
next time, but it's ccrtajnly not a big
enough problem to hinder your
enjoyment.
Most of the time it reads great
and the player is just bad at dancing.
Overall the game is a lot of fun. It

This week's new relases
lniiiMelleRay
Ills
Cis

is definitely the best of the Kjnect's
launch titles and with downloadable content (new songs) you'll
rtC\'Cr get bored or run out of routines to perfect.
"D;.mce Central" is rated T fur
suggestive lyrics and is available for
the .Xbox 3M> and requires the
Kinect mutinn sensor.
Contact Kyle at charlotte.kyle@
murraystate.edu.

CCC
Zero lives: Not worth a quarter
in the arcade
One life: About us much fun a~ an
invisible wall
·rwo lives: Nice way to waste a
weekend
Three lives: Your next addiction
Four lives: Gaml' of the Year

Editor's pick
Photo< ourtcsy 01 foddy.~

• Amos Lee - "Mission Bell"
• Iron &Wine - "Kiss Each other
Clean"
• Lori McKenna - ·Lorraine"

• ..Nowhere Boy..
• "Red"

• "Secretariat"

Pf10I05 and inJOnnltion COllrtt!Sy ol amazon.com

Medium

Easy

- J?+-~4 ,- 3

--- f - -

5

~-

2 9

7

3
7 2

I~

_Ji
21

9

~ i~

Hard

4 ...
6

r_[ 7
2
I
I
7 4

8
-- f----

Every so often people on the Internet
simultaneously become obsessed with
QWOP, a r8Qdoll-based Flash game in which
playe.rs control a runner In a 100 meter
sprint usino the q, .w, o and p keys. It is frustratincJ. it IS heartbreakiOCJ, but oet to the end
and you'U feel asense of accomplishment

3

-

4 I

~

l9

6 [~~
_6_ 8 9 1~ 3

+

I

f
~

I~

~

---~-

fs

[f

+----

--

-

~

,7

3
4 -

I- 8
4 2 6
71

17
's

l ~I

-

6

7 6 18
8 ... 7 2
5 6
I 51
I4 I

5

6

This year I am living in deniaL
O K, I'm clearly
aware of my denial. so
maybe I'm not living
there. Let's just say
I'm vacationing.
Yes, I'm vacationing in denial and I'm
totally a fan. There is
good food and plenty
of sun so I can work
on my tan. (It needs a
lot of work.)
See. it's the beginning of the year,
which means shows are returning and,
more im portantly, the bubble lists arc
coming out.
You know the lists. Every TV website
has them. T hey claim they have insider
knowledge and they tease you with it,
dangling it in front of you like the fishon-a-string toy my cats destroyed.
'Which shows arc good enough to
return and which will be axed prematurely? Is your favorite show safe?'
I don't want to think about it. I don't
want to live in a world where good TV is
cancelled and bad TV stays on forever.
(Seriously, "American Idol," ~ivc up
now. It's just gotten sad.)
I want to just enjoy my favorite shows
as they close out the second half of their
seasons. 1 want to not stress about
whether or not this is the end.
1 want to live in the moment and wave
my arms like a lunatic, not hold llO fur
dear life like Jack and Rose, counting
down the minutes before his corpse ~ol'S
frozen and she Jets go even though she
said she wouldn't.
In that very mixed metaphor Jack is
the TV show and I'm Rose because, let's
face it, I have a bad habit of abandoning
shows when I really don't want to ur
mean to.
That's OK, though. because it is my
new year's resolution to catch up on all
of the shows !love and check out all of
the shows I've heard great things about.
Because of this you'll probably get a lot
of "Greek" and "Chuck" references in
this little sidebar of babbling you. hopefu lly, read religiously.
There might be some "No Ordinary
Family" or "Smallvillc" talk, too, because
I'm kind of on a superhero kick at the
moment
Speaking of, can we take a few inches
to Cliscuss NRC's t'tlidseasori repl a~eml•nt
"The Cape"?
W hen I saw the previews for this last
fall I was completely amped. It had the
superhero element I dig, plus the framed
cop motive which reminded me of my
favorite killcd·too·early show "Life."
The show has potential so I'm sure I'll
devote at least one column to it.
After all, most fans say it won't last
but, after its cancellation, it'll develop the
cult status of Summer Glau's previous
works (including the amazing "Firdlr").
Clearly it is an exciting time for television right now, and frankly I want to
enjoy that excitement rather than worry
about what will be on next season and
what's getting canned.
Is anyone else with me? We can make
some sort of pact. Maybe a "no worries"
pact, where we just play hacky sack and
watch "Community" on Thursdays. Anyone?
Either way, tunc in next week where
we won't discuss cancellations, but
rather U.S. remakes of British TV shows.
Fun!
Contact Kyle at charlotte.kyle@
murraystate.edu.
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Sodoku PUZZles for FREE.
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